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Pre-reading

Have you ever seen someone weave clo
Have you tried to weave cloth? What do
you know about the Greek myths? Do yo
remember any of the stories? What are
they?

Vocabulary

dyer peered looms
weave mortals shuttle
boasts challenge disguise
Reading

A young woman named Arachne lived with her fatimea tiny village.
Her father was a woalyer. He colored wool all the shades of the
rainbow. Arachne had learned to spin the wool thtead and teveave
beautiful cloth. She became well known for her wétkople came from
near and far to see Arachne’s weavings.

“The cloth is so soft!” they’'d exclaim.

“You are so talented,” one woman said. “Surelydghesat goddess
Athena taught you herself!”

Arachne was very proud of her skill. It angeredtbethink that the
goddess would get the credit.

“Why, | gained this skill myself!” Arachne answeréthe woman. |
practiced day and night. | need no help from a gesdtAs for Athena,
how could her cloth be finer than mine? Look atwiork! Surely even
she could not do such a job.”

Athena was not pleased when she heard Araclea'sts.One day,
Arachne found an old woman standing at her dodr thié other
onlookers. The woman was dressed in a shabby blaak. She leaned
on a stick as sheeeredin at Arachne.
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“Foolish girl,” the woman said. “I am old and wisend | know it is a
mistake to claim to be equal to the gods. You ghask pardon from
Athena for your words. Be happy as the best anmogals. But don’t
be so proud as tchallengethe gods!”

“Stupid old woman!” Arachne cried. “| am not afitai meant what |
said. | challenge Athena to a contest. Let her clumeard, if she dare.
Let her try her skill against mine.”

“She comes!” the old woman answered, as she tbfeler cloak.
Before Arachne’s eyes, the woman grew tall andhgtro

The people in the doorway fell back a step. Aractunned pale, but
she would not give in. She gathered her
courage and spoke to the goddess.

“Then let us begin the contest,” she said.

Arachne went to one of her two large
looms. Athena went to the other. Athena
wove quickly. Hershuttle seemed to fly.

The crowd was silent as pictures grew out of
the cloth. The scenes Athena wove showed
the gods in all their power. There was
Poseidon, ruling over the mighty seas. There
was Ares, dressed for battle.

Athena finished her work first. She
stepped back and looked at Arachne’s loom.

Arachne was angry that Athena had tricked her witlsguise.She
was weaving pictures that showed the gods’ weaksseggachne
showed the gods playing tricks on mortals. She sldavem arguing
among themselves.

Athena glared at Arachne’s work. She grabbed thé&lshifrom
Arachne’s hand and threw it to the floor. Then stneck Arachne across
the face.

Arachne was full of shame. “l cannot live withgmsult!” she cried.
Then she rushed out into the woods and hangedlherse

Athena felt sorry for Arachne. She touched Arathbedy and said,
“Live, wicked girl. You shall continue to spin amskave. And so shall
those who come after you.”

As Athena spoke, Arachne’s body became smallesaraller. Her
arms and legs grew thin. Arachne was changed ititoyabrown spider
hanging from a thread.

“Mortals will look at you,” Athena said. “And rem@ber that it isn’'t
wise to match themselves against the gods.”
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Arachne’s children still can be seen hanging ftbe
threads they weave into webs.

Post-reading

Match the words with their definitions.

1. dyer a. talks too proudly

2. weave _ b. looked very carefully

3. boasts ________cC. Invited to a fight or contest

4. peered ____d. machines for weaving cloth

5. mortals e. it carries thread in weaving

6. challenged f. a person who colors cloth

7. looms 9. change the appearance of

8. shuttle h. human beings

9. disguise ~______l. toform thread into material

Choose the correct word.

1.  Arachne lived with her in a village.
mother father sister

2. The goddess came to see Arachne.
Athena Ares Poseidon

3.  Arachne wove pictures of the gods playing tricks on :

other gods animals mortals

4.  The goddess disguised herself as

an old woman a young boy the god Aries

5. Arachne’s children are all

weavers spiders gods
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6. Arachne challenged Athena to a

contest game fight
Activities
If you are working with a tutor or a partner, discuss your answers.

1. Arachne is the Greek word for spider. Go to a diary and look
up “arachnid” to find other insects in that catggor

2. Go to one of the search engines on the internatdcspiders, fear
of spiders or arachnophobia. How many items will fiod? Find
out what people who are afraid of spiders can dyetaid of their
fear.

3.  All Greek myths have a moral. What do you think theral of this
story is?

4.  Athena was the goddess of wisdom. What two othds goe

mentioned in this story? Can you think of any otlpeds? Write
about the life of the gods.
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