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HOUSEHOLD 
PRODUCT SAFETY 

Beginning Level 
 

��  Pre-reading 

What products do you use to clean your house? What 
products do you use to clean your car or keep your lawn? Do you know what 
is in these products?  Discuss these things with your tutor. 
 

���  Vocabulary 

dangerous  pesticides  resistant 

cosmetics  containers  alternatives 
 

����  Reading 

Some of these things that you use for cleaning can be very dangerous to you 
or to your children and pets. 
 
What products can be most dangerous? 
 

·  Cleaning supplies 

·  Laundry products 

·  Cosmetics 

·  Garden supplies 

·  Automobile products 

·  Pesticides 

·  Some toys 

·  Fuels 

·  Paints 

·  Pool products 
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Household products are usually sweet smelling, and brightly colored. Their 
containers are often interesting to children and may not have child resistant 
tops. Children may think they are good to eat or drink. 
 
Be aware of dangerous products around your home and be sure they are 
stored out of the reach and sight of children and pets in a locked cabinet. 
 
Are there cleaning alternatives? 
 
Here are some tips to clean your house without danger to anyone. 
 

1. Vinegar and warm water cleans windows, mirrors and glass. 

2. Baking soda will remove stains in your sink, tubs and tile. 

3. Ketchup is a great copper cleaner. 

4. Vegetable oil on a soft cloth will polish furniture. 

5. For an air freshener, simmer cinnamon in a little water on the 
stove. 

 
If you have a poison emergency, or want information about poisons, call:  

 

   
Cut out this phone number and put it on your refridgerator. 

 
 
 
 

���  Post-reading 
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Circle the correct answers. 
 

1. Bright colored products interest _____ 
 

children policemen bugs 
 

2. Store dangerous products in a _____ 
 

bookcase closet cabinet 
 

3. Use vinegar and water to clean _____ 
 

windows laundry carpets 
 

4. Clean copper with _____  
 

soy sauce ketchup mustard 
 

5. The Poison Control Center will give you _____ 
 

medicine money information 
 

6. Try cleaning your furniture with _____ 
 

vegetable oil ketchup vinegar 
 

 
Are eating or drinking any of these products dangerous? Answer yes or 
no. 
 

1. _____   dishwashing soap 

2. _____   can of cola 

3. _____   liquid floor cleaner 

4. _____   candy bar 

5. _____   cup of coffee 

6. _____   automobile antifreeze 
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7. _____   roach killer 

8. _____   gasoline 

9. _____   tomatoes 

10. _____   skim milk 

 
Activities 
 

11. Make a list of the household products you have in your 
home. Bring the list to class and discuss which products can 
be dangerous to children or pets. 

12. Discuss why children may be attracted to household 
products even if they taste bad. 

13. List things you can do to keep dangerous products away 
from children or pets. 

14. Write a short paragraph about using alternative ways to 
clean your house.   

 
 
 
 

 


