P PN Jesse Jackson
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Pre-reading

What do you know about Jesse Jackson? Are
familiar with any other civil rights leaders? Whg
do you know about the civil rights movement in

the United States? Have you heard of the Rainbo®HPGoalition?

Vocabulary
rallies funding policy campaigns
assassinated organization merged advocate
encouraged justice maximize

Reading

Jesse Louis Jackson was born in Greenville, Soatbli@a on October 8,
1941. He went to North Carolina State Agricultiaatl Technical University.
He became interested in the civil rights movemketorganized protest
rallies and joined sit-ins. He graduated in 1964. Jacksioed Martin Luther
King, Jr. and his civil rights group, the South@ristian Leadership
Conference (SCLC).

In 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr. wasssassinatedJackson was then studying
to become a Baptist minister in Chicago. He bectmaaational director of
Operation Breadbasket. This prograntouragedwhite businesses to hire
more African Americans. Jackson also became irtentes other protests. He
led marches of jobless and hungry people to Spalfthe lllinois state
capital. The state later increadadding for school lunch programs.

In 1971, Jackson founded his omrganization, People United to Save

Humanity (PUSH). The goals were to improve oppaties for people of
color. In 1984, he founded a sodiastice organization, the National Rainbow
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Coalition in Washington, D.C. The Rainbow Coalitiases education to
change publipolicy. Then in 1996 both organizations wenergedas the
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition toaximize resources.

Jackson ran for President of the U.S. twice. Heito$984 and again in 1988.
His campaignsregistered over one million new voters. Even niogv,
promotes voter registration. He believes that emeeyshould be a
responsibleinformed and active voter.

Jackson continues to be a leadattyocatefor many policy issues. Some of
these issues are: health care, equal justice, mdrugs, and encouraging
young people to study hard and stay in school sHerespected and trusted
civil rights leader and politician. He married b@lege sweetheart,
Jacqueline Brown, in 1963. They have five childaed live in Chicago.

Post-reading

Choose the correct answers.

1. When was Martin Luther King, Jr. assassinated?
1991 1971 1968

2. How many children does Jesse Jackson have?
1 5 2

3. What organization did Jackson found in 19717
PUSH Rainbow Coalition SCLC

4. How many times did Jackson run for President?
1 2 3

5. In what state did Jackson go to college?

South Carolina North Carolina lllinois

6. What is Jackson’s profession?

lawyer senator minister
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Match the words with definitions.

1.

10.

11.

Fairness:

advocate justice policy

Give hope, courage and confidence:

encourage campaign merge

Murder a well-known person:

fund assassinate organize

Come together for a common purpose:

advocate encourage rally

Join into one or combine;

maximize advocate merge

A plan of action which an organization agrees on

policy organization campaign

To speak in favor of:

fund advocate rally

A series of connected activities to get a prditoffice:

rallies campaigns advocates

Use to the greatest degree:

maximize merge encourage

Money set aside for a special purpose:

campaign organization funding

A group of people united for a purpose:

organization policy campaign
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Activities

If you are working with a tutor or a partner, discuss your answers.

1.

Make a time line of Jesse Jackson’s life.
Start with his birth in 1941.

Find a map of the United States and locate the tapbplaces
in Jesse Jackson'’s life.

Find newspaper articles about Jesse Jackson arlige ¢o read
about him.

Write about the causes you would advocate if yorewenning
for President of the United States. Rate them dieioof
importance to you.

What is a sit-in? Are there any sit-ins now? Can §fonk of any
time there would be a sit-in?

—

Students holding a sit-in at a lunch counter i
Greensboro, N.C., 1960

To read more about Jesse Jackson and his orgaoizajp to:

www.rainbowpush.org
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