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ECHO AND 
NARCISSUS 
A Greek Myth 

 
Intermediate ESL Level 

 
��  Pre-reading 

 
This is the story of a very handsome man who thought he was wonderful. 
All the women loved him. Do you know someone like that? What do good 
looks mean to you? Discuss the importance placed on good looks. 
 

���  Vocabulary 
 

constant   longed   frowned 
chatter   wandered      rippled 
creatures  canyons   knelt 
 

����  Reading 
 
 Deep in the forests lived fairy-like creatures called nymphs. They 
made their homes in the streams and in the trees and flowers. 
 
 One of these lovely beings was named Echo. She was sweet and 
beautiful. But she had one fault. Echo talked too much. She always made 
sure she had the last word in any conversation or argument. Hera, queen of 
the gods, heard the nymph’s constant talking. After a time, it made her 
angry. She decided to put a stop to Echo’s chatter. 
 
 “From this day,” Hera said, “you shall not be able to speak your own 
words. I know you are fond of having the last say. But the last words will no 
longer be yours. You will only repeat the last words that other people say.” 
 
 So Echo wandered the forest, calling back to people their last words. 
One day she saw a young man named Narcissus. He was hunting alone in 
the woods. Narcissus was very handsome. Echo fell in love with him at 
once. She longed to speak, but she could not. 
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 Narcissus heard a sound. “Who’s here?” he called out. 
 “Here, here,” was all Echo could say. 
 “Come!” Narcissus called. 
 “Come!” repeated Echo. 
 “Where are you?” asked Narcissus. 
 “You, you.” Echo could stand it no longer. She rushed  
from her hiding place and threw her arms around Narcissus. 
 
 Narcissus knew what a handsome man he was. Many young women 
had fallen in love with him. He was quite proud of himself. And he was 
quite sure no one was good enough for him. He pulled back from Echo.  
“Really!” he frowned. “Who do you think you are? You certainly shall not 
have me!” 
 
 Echo’s heart was broken. From then on, she hid in canyons and caves. 
She grew pale and thin. Finally her body wasted away. All that was left was 
her voice. Forever she would answer those who called out in her hiding 
places. 
 
 Narcissus went on, still thinking he was too handsome and fine for 
anyone. At last one young woman called out to the gods in anger. “Oh, 
goddess of love, make this proud man suffer. Make him know what it is like 
to love someone who doesn’t return the love.” 

 
 The young woman’s prayer was heard. There 
was a clear pond in the middle of the forest. Narcissus 
bent to drink from it. In the water, he saw his own 
reflection. 
 
 “Who is this beautiful creature?” Narcissus 
cried. He had fallen in love with himself. 
 
 Narcissus reached out to touch the beautiful 
being in the water. But when he touched the water, the 
creature disappeared. He drew back. When the water 

calmed, the being reappeared. Narcissus again tried to touch the face in the 
water. And again it disappeared. 
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 “Why do you leave me?” Narcissus cried. “I am not ugly. Many have 
loved me. Even you look at me with love. When I reach out to you, you do 
the same.” 
 
 Narcissus’s tears fell into the pond. They rippled the water. The being 
disappeared. 
 
 “Stay!” Narcissus cried. “If I can’t touch you, I will just look at you.” 
 
 Narcissus would not leave the pool. Now he knew how it felt to love 
without having the love returned. He would not leave the pond to eat. He 
would not leave to sleep. Narcissus grew weaker and weaker. 
 
 Echo came near him. She could not be seen. But she called back to 
him when he spoke. 
 “Alas, alas,” Narcissus sighed. 
 “Alas, alas,” called Echo. 
 
 Finally Narcissus died. His spirit crossed the river that circles the land 
of the dead. As it did so, it leaned over the edge of the boat. It wanted to 
have one last look at the face in the water. 
 
 The nymphs came to bury Narcissus’s body. But he was nowhere to 
be found. A single beautiful flower bloomed in the place he had knelt. The 
nymphs called it the narcissus. 
 
 

���  Post-reading 
 
Mark T (true) or F (false) 
 
1. _____   Nymphs live in the ocean. 
2. _____   Narcissus came to the woods to swim in the pool. 
3. _____   Many women fell in love with Narcissus. 
4. _____   The narcissus is the fruit from a tree in the woods. 
5. _____   Echo loved Narcissus. 
6. _____   Hera was queen of the gods. 
7. _____   Echo died in a cave. 
8. _____   Narcissus fell in love with his reflection. 
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Fill in the spaces with words from the vocabulary section. 
 

1. Narcissus ______________ when Echo hugged him. 
 

2. Echo hid in ______________ and caves. 
 

3. The water ________________ when Narcissus touched the face. 
 

4. Hera was angry at Echo’s _______________. 
 

5. Narcissus _______________ by the pond. 
 

6. While Echo ______________ in the forest, she found Narcissus. 
 
 

��  Activities 
 

1. There is a moral to this story. All myths have morals. What do you 
think the moral is? 

2. Use a search engine like Google to find more information about 
myths. Can you name some of the gods? Look them up. 

 
3. Think about your friends. Do you know someone who talks a lot? 

Do you know someone who has to have the last word on a topic? 
Are they the same person? Discuss with others who have read this 
story. 

 
4. There are several terms in this story to discuss. Ask someone to 

help with their meanings. They are underlined in the story.  
 

The last word 
Fell in love 
Good enough 
Wasted away 


