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Pre-reading

What do you know about Greek mythology? Have yaarthéhe story about
Pandora? Are you familiar with other stories? W4ratthey?

Vocabulary

populate peek fangs
curiosity scurry prejudice
warning slithered swirled
Reading

In the beginning, Mother Earth and Father Sky hadyrchildren, called
Titans. Zeus was a child of one of the Titans. Hawgo be king of the

gods. He was a great ruler and decidegajoulate the earth with people and
animals. He gave the job of making the creaturdstem brothers
Prometheus and Epimetheus. It was decided thatoPameuld be the first
woman on earth.

All the gods and goddesses gave Pandora giftsdsfa was sent to earth.
Aphrodite gave her beauty and charm. Apollo gavelhmeegift of music.
Athena gave her wisdom. And Zeus himself, gavelmegift ofcuriosity.
Then Zeus handed Pandora a lovely golden boxdlahzery tight lid. Zeus
told Pandora to take the box with her to earth.t;Bioe warned her, “you
must never, never open it.”

=

Zeus sent Pandora to Epimetheus. “She is youfagift
making all those animals for the earth,” Zeus said.

Prometheus had warned Epimetheus never to acdepirgm Zeus. But

Epimetheus saw how lovely Pandora was. He forgobfather’s words.
Epimetheus fell in love with Pandora. They becanmbhand and wife.

www.readtolearn.org -1-



Pandora put her box on a high shelf. She rememizaresiswarning. She
told herself she’d never open the golden box. Buinhe her curiosity grew
stronger and stronger. One day, when Epimetheusawayg, she climbed up
to the shelf.

“I must know what is inside this box!” Pandora sditlist one littlepeek
couldn’t hurt. Since it comes from the gods, it trfus something
wonderful!”

Pandora shook the box a little. She heard sometuagy about inside it.
This made her all the more curious. She liftedlith@ist the slightest crack.

Suddenly the box seemed to leap out of her hartdslid fell off, and the
most terrible things came flying out of it. Roasreams, howls, and moans
filled the room. It grew very dark. Awful thingsmo@ out of that box. Some
had wings. Somslithered and crawled. Some had pointed ears, long tails,
and sharpangs. These creatures were envy, greed, sickness, armso
They were hunger artejudice, and evil of every kind.

“Oh, no!” Pandora cried. She knew she had done #ontgterribly wrong.
She slammed the lid down on the box. But it wadat®. The creatures had
escaped. Theswirled away, carried by the wind to every corner of the
earth. Only one, called Hope, remained inside. Hsigged in order to help
humans fight what had escaped Pandora’s box.

Post-reading

Match the words with their definitions.

1. populate a. slid in an unsteady manner

2. curiosity b telling something bad, ivaace
3. warning C. moved with twisting turns

4. peek d. a quick look

5. scurry e an unfair feeling against somgt
6. slithered f. long sharp teeth

7. fangs g live in a particular area amtoy
8. prejudice h a desire to know things

9.

swirled I hurry with quick steps
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Choose the correct word

1.

1.

3.

Apollo gave Pandora the gift of

beauty music wisdom
Zeus gave Pandora a box.
silver black golden

After Pandora open the box, it became

stormy sunny dark
At the end, remained in the box.
Hope Pleasure Happiness

Pandora was married to

Prometheus  Zeus Epimetheus

Pandora was the first woman on

Earth Mars the universe

Activities

If Zeus gave Pandora the gift of curiosity and tgame her a box, do
you think he knew she would open it? What did Zeasge in mind?
Why did he put the evils in the box?

Use a search engine like Google to find informatbout the Greek
gods and their relationships to each other. Dohae a favorite?

All myths have a moral. What do you think the masadbf the story
about Pandora? Find other students who have reasttiny and
discuss.

Make a list of all the evils released from the box.
Can you add to the list? Then write how Hope
can help people deal with the evils.
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