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PERSEPHONE 
A Greek Myth   

Intermediate ESL Level 
 

��  Pre-reading 
 

Are you familiar with Greek mythology? 
If so, think about some of the stories you remember. Here is a list of 
characters. What do you believe their roles will be in this story? 
 

 Zeus – king of the gods; lord of the sky 
 Hermes – Zeus’s messenger; god of thieves 
 Persephone – daughter of Demeter known for her beauty 
 Demeter – goddess of harvest 
 Hades – god of the underworld; brother of Zeus 

 

���  Vocabulary 
 

chariot   commanded  sprang up 
cloak    throne   fruitful 
withered   pomegranate  rejoiced 

 

����  Reading 
 

Persephone was the daughter of Demeter, goddess of all that grows on 
earth. Persephone was very beautiful, and her mother loved her dearly. 

One fine morning Persephone was picking wildflowers along a 
stream. Suddenly a dark figure appeared. His shadow 
blocked the sunlight. It was Hades, god of the underworld 
and king of the dead. 

Hades was powerful. He 
always got what he wanted. He 
grabbed Persephone and carried 
her to his chariot. Four black 
horses pulled the chariot away. 

“Mother! Mother!” the 
frightened girl cried as she was carried off. 
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Demeter heard her daughter’s call. She hurried to find her, but 
Persephone was gone. A dark hole had opened in the ground. Hades had 
carried her down to the underworld, the land of the dead. 

Demeter’s heart was broken. She decided to search the world until she  
found her daughter. 

Demeter dressed herself as an old woman in a black cloak. She 
wandered the earth looking for Persephone. Wherever she went, she asked 
people if they had seen her daughter. But everyone was afraid to help. No 
one wanted to anger Hades. 

Demeter was very sad. She forgot her duties as goddess of growing 
things. All green things on earth withered and died. No crops grew in the 
fields. The leaves fell from the trees. The earth was cold and empty. 

Zeus, king of the gods, saw the bare earth. He saw people starving 
because no food grew. 

“This must stop!” Zeus told Demeter. 
But Demeter was angry. “I will not allow one flower to grow,” she 

said, “until I have my daughter back again!” 
Zeus knew that something had to be done. If not, all the people on 

earth would die of hunger. Hades was powerful, and he was Zeus’s brother. 
But Zeus’s power was greatest of all. Whatever Zeus commanded would be 
done. 

Zeus sent his messenger, Hermes, to the underworld. “Send 
Persephone back to her mother,” Zeus commanded. 

Hades knew he had to obey. But he’d grown to love Persephone in the 
months she’d been with him. Hades had given Persephone beautiful clothing 
and a crown of dark jewels. The pale unhappy queen sat on the throne 
beside him. 

Persephone was so sad she refused to eat. During her stay in the 
underworld, she had eaten only four pomegranate seeds. 

“You must let Persephone return home,” 
Hermes said. “It is Zeus’s order.” 

But Hades knew he could keep his lovely 
queen. “She has eaten the seeds of the 
pomegranate,” he said. “No one may leave once 
they have eaten the food of the dead!” 

Persephone cried. She begged Hades to let 
her go. “Just let me visit my mother,” she sobbed. 
“I promise I will return to you.” 

So Hades allowed Persephone to leave. He let Hermes take her back 
to Demeter. But he made Persephone swear to return. 
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“You ate four pomegranate seeds,” Hades 
said. “You will return and stay with me four 
months of every year.” Then he turned away for 
he could not bear to watch her go. Persephone 
rode home in the golden chariot drawn by the 
black horses. 

Demeter met Persephone in an empty 
field. As soon as she saw her daughter, she threw 
off her black cloak. She stood tall and golden in the sunlight. At that instant, 
blades of grass sprang up in the field. Leaves and blossoms appeared on the 
trees. The earth was green and fruitful  again. 

And so it was. Each year, as she had promised, Persephone went to 
live with Hades. For four long months of every year, the earth felt Demeter’s 
sorrow. It became bare and cold, and nothing grew. This was winter. And 
each time Persephone returned to Demeter, the earth rejoiced. It brought 
forth flowers, fruit, and growing things. And this was spring. 

 

���  Post-reading 
 

True or False. 
 

1. T F Demeter was Persephone’s daughter. 

2. T F Zeus was the king of all the gods. 

3. T F Zeus and Hades were brothers. 

4. T F Demeter was the goddess of living things. 

5. T F Persephone ate five pomegranate seeds. 

6. T F Demeter dressed in a navy blue cloak. 

7. T F Hermes was Zeus’s messenger. 

8. T F Hades was in love with Demeter. 

 
Choose the correct word. 

 
1. Greek gods rode in _______________. 

   chariots cars airplanes 
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2. In winter, all the vines ______________. 

   turned green withered blossomed 
 

3. Greek kings and queens sat on ________________. 

   horses chairs thrones 
 

4. Persephone ate ____________________ seeds. 

   apple pomegranate watermelon 
 

5. In spring, grass and flowers ________________. 

   sprang up withered blossomed 
 

��  Activities 
 

1. Act out this story with your tablemates. Play the roles of the 
characters using your own words. 

 
2. This story is about love. Discuss Demeter’s love for 

Persephone, Hades’s love for Persephone and Persephone’s 
love for Demeter. Do you think Persephone returned the 
love Hades had for her? 

 
3. What happened next? Predict what the future held for 

Persephone and Hades. Maybe they had children. Were they 
happy together? What role did Demeter play in their lives 
later? Could Persephone ever be happy in the underworld? 

 
  

 
 
 
 


