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THE POISON 
CONTROL CENTER 

Intermediate ESL Level 
 

 
��  Pre-reading 

 
Do you know what to do if your child eats something poisonous? Who do you 
call for information? Do you know about the Poison Control Center?  
 

���  Vocabulary 
 

poisonous  lead    bites 

accidental   fumes    convulsions 

exposures  carbon monoxide   

 
����  Reading 

 
Every year 30 children in the U.S. die from accidental poisonings, and 
thousands of children become sick because they ate or drank poison. 
 
Who gets poisoned? 
 
This year 53% of people poisoned in the United 
States will occur in children under six years old. 
 
How are children poisoned? 
 
By eating or drinking: bad food 
    household products 
    adult medicine 
    plant leaves 
    lead paint 
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By touching:  leaves of plants 
 
 
By breathing:  gas fumes 
    carbon monoxide 
 
By bites:   from insects or spiders 
 
 
What do you do if someone is poisoned? 
 

·  Stay calm. 
·  Call 911 if there are convulsions or 

breathing problems. 
·  Call the Poison Control Center for advice. The call is 

free at 1 – 800 – 222 – 1222. 
 
What is the Poison Control Center? 
 
The Poison Control Center is a telephone center. Doctors, nurses or 
pharmacists answer calls. They all have special training in toxicology or the 
study of poisons. They will ask you questions and tell you what to do. 
 

���  Post-reading 
 
True or False 

1. T    F    The Poison Control Center is a hospital. 

2. T    F    Some spider bites are poisonous. 

3. T    F    Some food can be poisonous. 

4. T    F    Your call to the Poison Control Center is free. 

5. T    F    Children cannot become sick from lead paint. 

6. T    F    30% of poison exposures in the U.S. occur in children. 
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When do you call the Poison Control Center? Answer yes or no. 
 
1. _____   if your child drinks laundry soap 

2. _____   if you eat parsley leaves 

3. _____   if you have a mosquito bite 

4. _____   if your pet eats your medicine 

5. _____   if you itch from touching a plant 

 
��  Activities 

 
1. Make a list of all the items in your home that can poison a child or pet. 

2. When would you call the Poison Control Center? 

3. Talk with your family to explain the Poison Control Center Put the 
telephone number in your phone book. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Put this number where you put your important phone numbers. 
 


